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TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARTNG
WITH REFERENCE TO
REVIEW REPORT OF KIAMICHT RIVER, OKLAROMA
TRIBUTARY OF RED RIVER
BRLD AT HUGO, OKIAROMA,
DTEMBER 1, 1956

The hearing was called to nrder at 9.1I-5 a.m,

COLONEL BRISTOR: ILadies and gentlemen, the meeting will come
to order, please. First I should like to introduce myself. I am
Colonel John D. Bristor of the Tulse District of the Corps of
Engineers. Undoubtedly, you received one of those attendance cards
as you entered the- door.. We should like to have you complete those,
if you-have not already done sos 'If anybody has not received a
~ card, please: raise your hand, and you will be given one. -

This hear;mg is being conducted in accordance wi‘t.h 'l:.he i
tion'adopted January 28, 1955, by the Committee on Public %
Works'of ‘the’ United States Senate. I will' not read the notice,
but I will read the. resolution.

"Resolved by the Committee on Public Works
of the United States Senate; That the Board .
of Engineers for Rivers and Earbors s created

-':approved June- 13, 1902, 'be s
-, requested to review the reports of .the Chie
. of Engineers 'on Red River and: trlbutaries s %

‘Texas, Oklahoma; Arkansas, and. Louiaiana, AT,
downstream from Denison: Dem; published as -
House Document Numbered 602, Seventy-ninth
Congress, Second Session, and other reports,
with a view to determining whether a sub-
stitute, or substitutes; for the authorized

Hugo Reservoir with respect to flood con“orol,

"7 water supply, and allied purposes, is

' advisable at this time."

-Exhibit No. l - Notice of Public Hearing %
e with Mailing List.

. -.. Before continuing, I want to introduce the members of my

gtaff who are here with me today: Mr. Myron W. DeGeer, Mr; ‘Howard R.-
Bare, Mr. John C, Dissly, Mr. Hugo H, Paapanen, and Miss Dorothy Hunt.
I algo have with me today Mr. Roy Penix from our Southwestern Division
Office in Dallas, Texas, '



Next, I should like to discuss briefly the study requested
in the resolution of January 28, 1955, by the Public Works Committee
of the Senate., This resolution calls for a review of the report con-
tained in House Document No. 602 and other pertinent reports, to
determine the advisabllity of a substitute project, or substitutes,
for the authorized Hugo Reservoir for flood control, water storage,
and other sllled purposes. .

: We have two maps on digplay here. On my right is the map
of the Kiamichi River Basin and part of the adjacent Boggy Creek and
Little River and tributeriesi.The other map covers the Tulsa District
from which the location of. e:d.st‘lng and euthorized projects related
to this study can be determined. You are welcome to use these maps
in making your presenta'bionm -

First, I ah.all briefly outline the scope and findings of
prior Corps of Engineers repor'!:s related to the review study of the
Kiamichd River. The report on Red River and tributaries referred
to:11" the notice of public hearing as House Document No. 602 was
prepared shortly after the disastrous 1945 Red River flood and
recommended condtruction of a plan of improvement for control of
- #loods below Denison Dam., This plan consisted of Boswell Beservoir _
.’Hugo Reservolr on Kiamichi River, Millwood Reservoir o
Yand three other reservolrs -on tributaries’ downs‘brea,
‘also included modification of exlsting levees and
hank stabilization where set-back levees are not practicable on
Red River below the vicinity of Index, Texas, This plan was
by_the Flood Ccmtrol Act approved July 21+ 19h6.

‘ d iver. ‘below Denison

1955 P ‘the general plan for
“8lth: Congress),’

ied by authority” of Publ;!. A
ly in accordance with a reportfon'Bed-m.ver and “tribu~ i
ared by the Board of Engineeérs for Rivers end Haxbors .

taries’ : T
and pub ed in 1954 as H. D. 488, Among other subjects in that
report, sideration was given to the ‘economic feasibility of

providing Btorage in upstream reservoirs in substitution for
storage*'in*ithe authorized reservoirs and for other purposes.
With respect %o Kiemich!l River, no economically justified addi-
tions to or changes in the authorized plan were found. Studies
of Gates Creek also resulted in unfavorable conclusions for

© Federal participation :l.n the ‘bhen uncompleted Fort ’I'owson Dam and
* Reservolir. i

: Pursuant ‘to Congressional authority contained in the
. Flood Control Act of 1950 and executive orders of the President,
..the Corps of Engineét's also participated in an inter-agency

study of the water and land resources of the Arkansas, White,

and Red River Basing and their potential development. These :
studies are covered in the Arkansas-White-Red River Basins Report
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prepared in 1955 by a committee composed of members of Federal
agencies and representatives of the Governors of the eight states
involved, which included the State of Oklahoma, The report of the
A-W-R Inter-Agency Committee contains a long range plan for the
development of the land and water resources of the Arkangsas-White-
Red River Basins. . ,

Studies made by the Corps of Engineers for the ?'Tinter-
agency report included upstream reservoirs in the Kiamichi River
Basin to supplement flood control storage in the authorized Hugo
Reservoir and provide for other water resource development. Up-
stream reservoir sites. considered in the A-W-R studies are shown
on the display map and included the Tuskahoma site on Kismichi -
River and tributary sites of Finley on Cedar Creek, Kellond on
Tenmile Creek, and Clay'ton on Jack Fork Creek. However , the
benefit-cost relationships for potential upstream projects in
the Kiamichi River Bagln were' Aunfayorable and, accordingly, were.
not included as part of the 1 g range plan in the.report of the
In'ber-Agency Committee for theiArkansas-White-Red River Basins. -
The A-W-R Report has been ir tted to the President and the ..

' Congress of 'bhe Uni'bed States o e A

W:Lth fur'bher refe ‘to past reports of:the Corps of:
‘ Engineers , review studies of tH& scope of the instant Congressional
" resolution for Klamichi River, eepeclally the water supply aspects,
have not been previously requested by local interests. Accordingly,
the information that you present concerning the problems and needs
for 1mprovement of Kiamic River should be ag complete as ‘possible.

It is algo suggested tha i ent -
all information pertinent jsubject of ‘the earing be pre-f" L
sented.” The Corps of Englneers will give full ight to all ‘
evidence and arguments presen'bed. A1l pertinent material which

the interested persons wish to be considered should be brought

out at the hearing. While it is not desired that additional data

be submitted after +the hearing, supplemental information will

be welcome if that material is new and applicable to this

varticular study of the. Kiamichi River and could not be presented

at this meet:lng. L

In our studies we shall evaluate al.‘l. data presented and
develop the engineering features of such improvements and make

~ analyses relative to their economie :]ustification. We shall con-

. sider varied types of ‘improvements, such ag.reservoire, levees,

.. channel improvement, sfream diversion, &nd:other types of struc-
tures. in determining solutions to the floot Droblem, however, I '
should appreciate your opinions on the water uses which yon want
developed and the benefits which you consider would result from
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such development. Under existing legislation, the plans of the
authorized Hugo project for flood control may, at the time of
preparation of detailed plans for comstruction, be modified at
the discretion of the Secretary of the Army, upon recommendation
of the Chief of Engineers, to provide additional storage capacity
for water supply on the condition that the cost of such increased
storage capacity is contributed by local agencies and that the
local agencies agree to utilize the storage capacity in a menner
consistent with Federal purposes. The topographic features of the
Hugo site are such that the storage capacity can be increased,

As 'you probably know, before any improvement cen be -
recommended for construction we must be able to show that 1t will
produce benefits from control of floods and other water uses that
will be commensurate with the cost. of its construction.

. Tt is known that there is an interest for ‘the develop-
ment: of the water supply resources. of the Kiamichi River Basin.
'The“provision .of conservation storage capacity in addition to
‘that, yequired for. flood control would require that & legally |
- constituted local-organization assume the responsibility for . .
such reaervon costs as would be appropriately charged to that
PUrpOSes Under presént criteria;“the cost of the'flood control
portion® of a ‘reservoir improvement would ’be ghared’ by non-Feaeral
““interests in the proportion of one-half thé change in land use
~‘benefits to the total floocd damages prevented benefits and change
in land use benefite.

, Aleo, under existing Federal statutes with respect to
3 -~.A_-=.1ocal/ﬂoo protection works,. such ae.levees, channel. ectifica-
‘-tion, and."sitﬁilaz‘.l?improvements ,10¢al intérests would: i o
-tos . (l)E;furnish without cost to the United States -all necessary
lands 5. easements; and rights-of-way, and perform any alterations .
to highways and utilities made necessary by the plan of improve-
ment; - (2) hold and save the United States free from damages due
to ‘the construction works; and (3) maintain and operate the
pro;}ect af't'.er its completion.

I wish to explain that formal assurances of local
cooperation are not required at this time, but we do desire an
" expression’of opinion as to whethér such assurances would be
forthcoming: if Jusﬁifiable improvemen‘bs are developed for the
Kiamichi River. S

‘In this connection, as soon as the plans are sufficien'bly
formulated and the probability of Justification is determined, we
shall request the appropriate state water resource agency to
review “the plansi . I.ocal interests will also be contacted to*
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determine their attitude with respect to probability and degree of
local cooperation, In addition, the report will be coordinated
with other Federal agencles interested in the resource development..

Well, you have heard me telk here long enough, and I
should like to proceed with the hearing, So that we may proceed
logically, certain interests will be called upon first to present
their views, after which the meeting will be open to anyone desir-
ing to meke a statement. It is requested that the speakers be
brief and confine themselves to the subject of improvements desired
in the Kismichi River Basin, and that they speak distinetly so
that the reporter may make the record complete and without error.
Also, if you bhave any written statements, they may be handed in
over here. We ask that speakers come to the front of the room
and uge the mierophone and that each person give his name and the
town he is from and the interest he represents.' Pvoa

s '.'Fh.,-_‘.‘f A

Lot The mayor -of ;iugq 18 out a'I: the airpors right now avali-
,ing "bhe arrival of the Senat.ors. He has asked that he ‘be allowed
o peaka 1i'btle' it _

“ We ‘ghould: like ‘o hear rom state, coun't;y, and city
are 'bo make a 3tatement?

officials X
- MR J.'.RA C. HUSKY (Director, Division of Water Resources ’
Oklshoma Planning and Resources Board, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma)r
Colonel Bristor, fellow Oklahomans and 'I'exans. I have a few
observations that I want *o make g ' :

have made ha'b report and reported back o' Congress that that
authorization is closed., We feel %hat is what happened bsck in
1945, Ve, don't feel that the river was looked at close enough
at that t:.me ’ and only from the Btandpoin'b of flood protection.
Now that:Congtess ‘has spoken again;''and authorized a restudy,
we feel:- tﬁe stiudy has been re-opeéned and urge that the Corps

of Engineérs look at the pro,ject from a standpoint of complete
development."{ : s

I an sure 'bha'l: the speakers that follow will present
to you engineering)data a'b ‘the other aites, the Clayton site
and Tuskahoma  and the iot] "
Engineers proceed: wiM ‘the ‘utmost speed in looking at this -
stréam and maybe make i'b possihle for the development of:
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industrial and municipal water in this area, The water is excellent,
In fact, we feel 1t is some of the best water that can be found in
Oklahoma, and the Lord only knows we need it back north and west.
Thank you.

COLONEL BRISTCR¢ We have Mr. Daniel V. Cresap, representing
the State of Loulsians,

MR, DANIEL V, CRESAP (District Engineer, Department of Public
Works, Alexandria, Loulsiana):s Colonel Bristor, ladies and gentle~
men, I am Daniel V. Cresap, District Engineer ;E'or +he State of
Louisiana Department of Public Works. I was: sen‘b here by
Mr. Lorris M, Wimberly, our Director; vwho is the representative
of the Governor of Louisiana, Our interest’ 'in this. Hugo Reservoir
is, of course, primarily flood control, and in 1945 the disastrous
flood brought to ‘the attenticn of ‘the Congress of the United
States that scmething should ‘be-done to alleviate these flood
n_eonditions. r '.f.‘his, is.one of, 'bhe Bix. reservoirs which wag author-

‘they are want:lng, ‘but ‘we nust request that the Corps of Engineers
look at the problem from the standpoint of Loulsiana and afford
us all the flood protection which was authorized by Congress in
_1its original s'tudy Thank you. - _

Senator Monroney 15 here now. Tl

WO ‘G.?T'.YO‘: : 'ke' to make ‘a B'ba.. ¥ _Sena'bor?

A wa(m) MONRONEY' ( ‘States: Senate) 113 rather
wait & while, i 1%%s all righ vith you, -

COLONEL BRISTOR A) Are there eny ‘other repre-
gentatives of Texas, Oklah or Louisiana, or other States
who wish'to make statements at this time? - If not, I should
1like to proceed to the coun'by officials. Are there repre~
sentatives of any countie_ who wish to make statements?

(Wo answer)

Then welll ;p- oceed to ci‘by officials. We have present
the Direct-or of Publie Works for the City of Oklahoma City, :
Mr. M. B, Cunninghamq A‘-'Would you, like to make a statement?’

... MR M, B, CUM‘INGEAM (Director‘ of Public Works for the o
‘City of Oklahoma City,.(Oklahows enator Kerr, Senator Monroney, &
- 0010ne1 Bristor, ladies and gen‘blemen. We are certeinly interested .-
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in the development of water in the State of Oklahoma and are
certainly interested in the development of the Hugo Reservoir.
I think sometimee it is a good idea that Congress did exactly
whet they did - opened the gquestion up for further study and
review, becauge the drought and increased water consumption
in our state has certainly brought on a demand for wa‘ter, and
I think a lot of good can come out of a restudy.

Our in‘terest 4in Oklahoma City 18 further shcmn by 'bhe
action taken by the:Governor and legislature; iniwhich & water
study committee has-been trying to review waterilaws and meke
it poseible to.doia lot, ‘of 'things it was not possible %0 do in
the past. I think-the over-all benefits in 'bhat \stud.y%will
come out in the next 1egislature. ; s

As far as- ou:‘ .‘__i ,ticuiar concern, yes, Oklahoa_na City

:,ticularly, conservation &'
) ._clera'bion vith the experien :

storage. Some of that sto'rage probably wouldn't be used
immediately., A lot of it.will. But we don't have %o look

‘too far into the. future to isee that all uses of recreation and
fiah and ildlife :

area :lme'diately east. of he.re , Some on tri‘butaries of ‘the
Kiamichi, but the project we have eventually will come into
the Kiamichi area, and we hope to have & reasonable amount of,
water that can be used in here and the central Oklehoma City
area. . We look forward to working out such a plan with the
people of this area, and certainly we will say we want to -
give consideration to all reservolrs for conservation stoxage
Thank “you ‘very much for le'bting us have an opportunity to
make this sta'bement. ' _

Exhibit No. 2 - S'batement of Morrison {'B"q‘
Cunningham, Director. o
Public Works, Oklahoma'
City, Oklahona

" COLONEL BRISTOR: Mayor Fowler White o( Bogos Mayor White
~is our host today, and I think at this time weé ehould ask him
1o say a few words,
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MR, FOWLER WEITE (Mayor, Hugo, Oklshoms): ZLadies and
gentleren, I am proud to see such a large attendance on the issue
for discussion today. It is important to us of Hugo and Choctaw
Counties, the things that sre represented here today, and I am
sure we will all recelve a great benefit from it.

We have with us this afternoon the -distinguished
gentlemen from the COngrese of the United States who represent
us in this matter and represent us in Washington. We have
Senator Robert S. Kerr, Honorable Speaker at the convention.
The last time I gaw him was on television. We are very glad
: e have Senatpr Monroney, and in the center

8 001one1 Br:!.stozg. I don't want "l;o leave him

8 eﬁey, Senator Keyry Congressman’s
Bristora-_ 1sdies and gentlemén:

ty:
Manager for the City of Fort Worth. I would like to introduce
to you a member of our council who is here today who is also
é » He comes from ‘

OOLONEL BRISTOR hank you. " -‘aﬁe:ad, Mr. Freeee. :

'MB; 8. W, FREESE (Consul'bing Engineer, City of Fort Worth,
it Senator Kerr, Colonel r'; ladies and gentlewen.
Mr. S'l:ephens » ‘the water superin _‘n'b'at Fort Worth; has
transiiitted to Colonel Bristor a et‘ber from Mr. Davis, which
I would like to read in pard:

"In order to plan an adequate vater
supply for our rapidly growing city
and the industrial ares of Tarrant: -
County we employed the Consulting



" and aleO, in obtaining a firm yleld from any,
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Engineering firm of Freese and
Nichols of Fort Worth to make a
detail study and comprehensive
report on a water supply adequate

to meet the demends of the area
through the year 2000. This study
is now almost complete and we expect
to receive the final report by the
end of thie year.'{ g

The City of Fort Worth and {[!arrant COunty would like
to obtain & firm yield of somewhere -in “the. neighborhood of
300 million gallons a day from the streams in souythesstern
Oklahoma. Now we see the Boswell site first. for.this reason:
that it is much nearer, or some nearer to Fort Worth,  In
obtaining some 300 million gallons per day, it would: be ‘more
economical to build probably two T8-inch pipelines the distance
- from the Hugo site, as compared to the Boswell site;:s
some 1T% or 18 miles, which would cost in pipelines ‘an
“+tional 111. or 15 million deoliars. For 'bha'b reagon, of
. wWe are interested in the nearer sites..

needs of Oklahoma and they HOUL Qs -.-there is eny sur_plua e
water above the needs of Oklahoma=--like to cobtain the neceseary :
storage rights from the Army Engineers. They would like to
obtain the water rights from the State of Oklahoma and also
' the right 'to 'build :pipelines ‘or -to ‘Becure 'pipehnes from ‘bhe

, _Ci‘by has already Filed for pertain’ rights a'b"

servoir, :I.t is
necesgary that we figure on a certsin reserve being left in
the regérvolir at the end of the worst .drought period of record.
We in Texas begin to get panicky when ocur reserves are drawn -
down %0 & two-year supply, but by reason ‘of ‘the gteady flow

of streams up here, we think a six months' reserve would be
adequate to take care of worse drought :per:l.ods 'I:han ones

which occurred in theapast. s iy e,

. Three hundrea million gallons would be some 330
aere-feet per annum; 80 we would desire & reserve of 365,000
acre-feet in addition to the 300 million gallons & day per
year. We doubt, when you take care of the needs of Oklahoms,
that there would be. that much avallable in the Hugo site. We
would expec'b to pay for tha‘b storage, and as I und.erstood you :
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to say, Colonel Bristor, under the law under which you operate
the city would be expected to pay the additional cost to provide
the storage required, For example, if the water were obtained
from either the Hugo site or the Boswell site or from any of

the reservoirs furtber east, we would expect to provide storage
capacity which would not be supplied in the absence of the
demand that we might wish you to satisfy. In other words,
supposing that all the requirements of Oklahoma, Oklahoma City,
and all of this ares which is expected to develop, that we could
- expect only to provide conservation storage which would not be

.. -otherwise taken up or provided for the needs of Oklshom8. In

. other words, if. the Boswell site, for example, was planned to

go ahead with a certain amount of flood control storage and
to provide some conservation storage, we would only expect to
ask for the right to provide for .conservation storage meeting
our requirements in addition %o that previously planned, and
we would expect to pay the cost, and we would also wish to
obtain from the State of Oklmhoma the’'neceédsary water rights
for the development of that site which would not otherwise
be developed in the absencé of our paying‘f that conserva-
tion storage. Thank you. ~-.

Exhihi‘b No. 3 . Ietter from ci
¢k Fort Worth, Te
August 23, 1956, sig
by J. F. Davis, City
Manager.

' COLONEL BRISTCR: = ‘Ave there repreaentatives of any other
,*m].micipality who Iwish B '

2 m. CUY B, TREAT (Oklahoma City Cham 0
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma): Colonel Bristor, :ladies and
gentlemen, The Corps of Engineers has given %his matter—
as Senator Kerr puts it, "Iand, Wood, and water"-a great
deal: of study. They have arrived at this ¢onclusion: that
if the water resources of the state are applied within the
state we could reasonably expect the population of probably
at least five million people, and the water‘which actually
falls in.Oklahoma and runs off would Prf |de! enough water
for that population, together with a rate of industrial
development. Approximately some 12 to’ 14 million acre-
feet of water leaves the southeastern’corner of the state
through the Red River and Little River; the Klemichi, and
~ the Boggies. The Boggles probably contribute a third of
- ‘that, the Kismichi slightly less than'a third, and Red
River slightly more than a third. ‘.'_l‘he population which

10
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has been envisioned would probably use roughly 20 million acre-
feet a year in its industries and in the water necessary for
the irrigation and cultivation of those parts of the area which
would require irrigation and for the municipal program.

Now if we take a slant at that, we also bhave coming
up the Arkensas River & navigation canal which reaches into
northeastern Oklahoma end points out slightly north and east
‘of-Tulsa. 'We have lots of comnnecting around to that canzl
and bringing it up towards central Oklshoma. To make that

-~ “canal, we have contemplated bringing water from southeastern
 Oklshoma, ‘which will be fresh water, which can be used for -

capaci'by An ; your-;.-:di‘l;ches,yless puwping, _;;‘-\
“.» 16 our, fundamental interest in preaerviﬁg

industry and for town and city use in the citles and commu-
nities along the route, and a limited amount of water can be
used for the development of the land. That will require a
congiderable amount of water. All these things will have 'bo
be listed together. It will prcbably be a long term program,
because industrliés are not movea. in a day and people do not e
S move in a day. s T

Now, our par'bicuiar reason for expres,ging an. _i}.ntereat'- X

at an elevation of some 300 or 40O feet., We: bh:r.nk ‘for the
good of the state, that as much of this water'as possi'ble should
be impounded in the upper reaches, and when. _‘th:ls water is moved
to the west it will have less power, less work, less carrying
._.éjgglectncity‘ ‘ Thafb »
: se ‘lakes ‘gt:ag .

' high.an elevation'as it is possible. an’ elevation
. 800" 40300 feet higher than your reservo'[ uld be a:great
help in the consummation of ul'oima‘u:e mcveme 't of 1arge
quan‘bi‘b:.es to the west.

T RE I think, Colonel, that the Corps wi]l be gble to
find some answers along that line. We have asked the Congress
and ‘they have responded to a request from the Chamber of
Comerce and from the City to make a detailed study of the
feasi'bili‘by of what we have pr0posed : ".L‘hank you.

GOLONEL BRIST(R: Mr. Joe Stamper, of the Pushmataha
County Chamber of Coumerce.

MR, THOMAS P, BUTIER (Secretary-Manager, Pushmataha
. Chamber of Commerce, Antlers, Oklshoma): Colonel Bristory:
- Mr, Stemper was called awsy. to a meeting of the REA Board '
of Directors here and be has asked that I read thi.s
ment for him, N
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Exhibit No, 4 - Statement of Joe Stamper
: on behalf of Pushmataha
County Chamber of Commerce..

That concludes Mr. Stamper's remarks. I have a very
few brief remarks that I should like to make. We are mindful
in Pushmataeha County, and I am sure in our Kiamichi River
Basin area, and we are duly appreciative of the interest of
the Corps of Engineers and our friends from Louisiana and
the other interests on various sites downstream on ‘the lower
Red River in flood control., Also, we are certainly in full
realizatlon of -the need of our large municipalities, both
within ouwr state and outside our state, in the water of
northeastern Oklahoma. ' :

; Too, Wwe are ‘mindful 'that our need in these large
,'mmicipalities is Tocked to"and brought about by the thought . -
i that they are going to grow industrially, and, added to .the & ...~
industry they. already have in those areas, we feel it is’ )
certainly to our interests and of no little point of- con-‘ i
sideration in the thinking of these alternates,. it any,"
. that the potential program of the Kiamichi River Basin
“industriallyishould certainly not be overlooke& ‘in dete
"mining the so-called economic Justification. - :

Ve have in southeastern Oklahoma the greatest and
brightest spot in Oklahoma for indusirial g:ronth. We have
he finest quali'ty of water in the world wh.[c‘h. runs . off to ,

the water stopped in southeastern Oklahoma “Thank you.

2 il .COLO‘NEL BRISTCR: Thank you very----much.-: I wish to say
at this time that we certainly shall give full consideration
to your plan for three reservoirs - Belzoni, Tuskahoma, and
Clayton. I presume that what you have in mind is something
about like what we now have recommended at Millwood. That
is, for Belzoni to replace Hugo the seme as the smaller
Miliwood replaces the bigger Millwood, and two upstream
reservoirs, Clayton and Tuskeahome, act the same as the
G:I.l]ham and Broken Bow reservoirs on the Millwood project.

MR. BUTLER: Golonel, I would like to state that I
think our purpose;‘ n presenting this proposal was merely
for considerationi’i We don't want to be taken as trying to .
tell the Engineers’ where to build the dem. We think they
are qualified and want to leave that prercgative within
thelr organization.
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COLONEL BRISTOR: Yes. We have considered several other
plans, too. This one has been worked out in some detail and we
shall give it specific consideration as such.

Mr. Cecil Peters.

: MR. CECIL PETERS (Choctaw County Chamber of Commerce, Hugo,

Oklahoma): Colonel Bristor, distinguished members of the United
States Senate, honored guests, citizens of Choctaw and Pushmataha
Counties. My name is»‘Cecil Peters. I have a statement that I
would like to read P

Exhi'bit No.. ‘5 S'ba‘bement of Citizens
' of XKiemichi River Basin,
Choctaw County, Oklahoma.

- COLONEL ERISTORY I would 1ike tl-.o say that in the A-W-R
Report some considé€ration was given'to what you call the lower
‘Belzoni' site, and it does look fairly good. That isn't any
_1jgcomi'hnent on our ‘patrt, but it certainly looks worthy of much
fln"bher atudy, and i'b w:!.ll ge'l:. it‘ﬂt‘nin the authorization 4hat

o We regar' this as one of the mportan‘l:. meetings 'bha'b Lo
we have had the opr ity to attend. It indicates the grcming o
realization on the: of the people of this .area of the tre-':7,
mendous value-—of the ¥rémendous available supply—of unpollu‘be&,

fresh, high-quality water arising or originating in and flomng
out of southeastern Oklahoma.

I ‘must say That-it :!.s a very happy day for m ;
out the years of my efforts at public service, as was: referred
to by my good friend Guy ‘Treat avhile ago, the highest principle
that I have known of the ‘eéonomic welfare of the people of this
state and of my purposes in.connection with serving the human
. 8nd economic resources of this state have been included in the

slosan I have used of . “Land, Wood, and Water" ~
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When the earliest pioneer familjes first crossed the
Appalachlan Mountains and locked into the valley of the rivers
between those ‘mountains end the Missigsippi and crossed the
Mississippl into the fertile ¥alleys of the Red, the Arkansas,
and the Missowri, they were lodking for land, wood, and water,
And whenever humen beings have found it and used it, they have
done well, And there is no place that T know of on the earth
in which there is such an abundant and valued quantity of those
resources as in the area where t today. It not only is
the secret ‘of the future growth &id €conomic prosperity of
this area, it is the priceless stor from which, in my
opinion, a great part of Oklahowa na i aﬁ'ff%he Zl:lfe-giving
stream and. flow of vater. ' A ;

T am glad to ?bé here witﬁ my distinguished Junior
. collesgue, Senator Monrongy, whose 1nterpretation_ of and
dedication to the developient of all of . Oklahoma;';‘and all this
~.area in the light-of that principle has been e¥celled. He
. +ahd T -are both glad to Ye- bere with Congressman'.AJ.bert. “There
" may bé other men in ‘the Congress of ‘the Unite :
-_'.‘;-'.'Ehere are none more able than Carl Alb

E ck yond in, a‘bout
Hugo, and’ Mi].lwood. .
'Y.*“bhe Army Engineers -
€ the House of Representatives,
2 o say this for the Army Engineers.
£ ‘the veport, which was the foundation
did ‘exactly what they were directed
: ‘the ‘House of. Representa-
~were. directed %o .
quote from. the- repor'b
ar of ‘May: 16, 1946,-- ‘in-which ‘that réport
‘back ‘to ‘the Congress, that they were directed -

{ew to providing proper flood :protec‘l.'.ion on the ‘main-
l_e Tiver downstream fro:n Denison Dam. .,When they

S S Now, as you know
s .19l|-5 authorized %he builadi
" They aid thét onthe basis,
that was directed by a.¢
dated April 19, 191;5 :
That, .in the develg

© 7 “'Under the law, that. report had ‘l:-o be submitted to
the- governors of the states involveds It Just so happened
that at thAt time the Governor (of Oklahoiia was a man by the
name of Kerr, and that réport wae submitted to me as Governor
of Oklahcita with a request for my comments and recommendations,
On March 19, 1946, I addressed &'letter to the then Chief of
Engineers, Lt, General R, A; Wheeler, in which I said some
.thinss .‘}ust abou‘t‘. :I.den'bical to what has been said here today.
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I referred to the fact that river planning in Oklahoma
is based on the construction of reservoirs as the best means of
developing the water resources of Oklshoma for the greatest need
and most reasonable use. Flood control is a concurrent and in-
separable phase of this development and each project is an
integral part of the program. The laws of the State of Oklehoma,
with respect to flowing streams, require’ .that the capture and
impounding of water begin as near as practicable at the head of
the stream. Priorities of needs and uses of ‘the waters of the
state have been established by an act of ‘the Oklahoma legislature
and 'have been determined therein by that act. '

I refer in my letter of that date +6 *page 3, paragraph 9
of the report, wherein the Division Englneer preégents a plan for
the flood control which includes 'a proposed régervoir on the
Boggy River at the Boswell site and on the Kiamichi River at
the Hugo site. _These are flood control dams. with . ery. small

Counties, in ‘the ‘Red River ‘Drainage Basin :Ln Oklahoma down—
stream from Denison Dem in a called meeting assembled at Hugo,
Oklahoma, dated January 24, 1946. T have here & copy of that
resolution.. I'b was. signed by Geo. T, 0'Neal, ‘President, and.

, a paragraph

Oklahcm Development Association comprising
“the six counties duly represented; Jpat the
. United States Army engineers be. urged. “to
- consider the laws of the State: of Oklahoma
.. with respect to flowing streams requiring
* " +that the capture and impounding of waters
begin as near as practicable ‘at the head
.-.-Of the streams ss specified in 82 Oklahome
"-“'.,,,_I_'batu‘bes “191&1 Section__hBBr_ it further

: ' 'Resolved, Tba'l:. ;the sald repre-
sentatives Auly assenibled approve in general
the interim report on flood protection on
the main.sfem of Red River downstream from

Dam submitted in complience with

: resolution. _dop'bed by . Cmnittee on Flood -
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Control, House of Representatives, April 19,
1945, with the understanding that the locations
of reservoirs are not permanently fixed; it
being understood that dam and reservolr sites
are available in the close proximity of Tupelo,
McGee, Antlers, Wright City, Pine Creek, and
Broken Bow sites or upstream therefrom, and,
i% VYeing in the interest of the farmers and
the sgriculbural and industrial development

- of  the Southeastern Oklahome Development area

 included in Atoka, Bryan, Coal, Choctaw,

- Pushmataha and McCurtain Counties to impound
"the flowing waters of the séveral streams as
near as practicable %o the head of, the stream
sought 't;o be captured, e’ it ft:rther

. Falh 'Resolved Iha'h ,said countiesﬁ-do
: J,hereby request the United States Army ngineers

" %o build the dams’ ‘and reservoirs a8

: 'be aexpedi*bed 80 a pro

" plen., We do not feel prcperly informed to approve
the interim flood report in particular as a part
of the comprehensive report until information
is available as 'bo wha'h the recommendat:.ons of -

_‘_':'herein 1 - o
S1gned. at Hugo » Oklshoma, January 24, 191+6

2 want to call attention to the fact 'bhat seven ‘
reservoirs are proposed by the Southeastern Oklahoma Devel-
opment Association, which includes the Durant Reservoir on
Blue River, Tupelo Reservoir.on.Clear Boggy, McGee Reservoir
on Muddy Boggy, Antlers Beservoir on the Kiamichi River
(I think that's the ‘one you now call Belzoni Reservoir),
and I want to tell you right now that I was not able 1o
pronounce  this next:ione then and I can't pronounce it -
now, A-l-i-k-c-h-i Reservoir on Little River, ILukfata
Reservoir on Glover Creek, and Eagletown or Broken Bow
\_;_‘_on Mountain Fork. ' These reservoirs may present a com~.
/prebensive program ‘for the Boswell and Hugo Reservoir
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In that letter to the Army Engineers, I called
attention to the fact that in the proposed Hugo Reservoir,
if constructed, there would be inundated 30,000 acres to
protect 5,800 acres, and that by the use of the alternate
reservoirs there would be only 10,000 acres inundasted to
protect 23,000 acres, . .

The first £lood control act after I entered the
Senate created the Arkansas, White, and Red River Study
Commission to make a complete study of the soil and water
‘resources of those three great watersheds. We got that bill
passed in 1950. That Commission was appointed by the - ,
President, representing not only the Engineers, ut 'bhe
Reclemation Department, the Federal Power Commission,. ‘bhe
Federal Health Departmeént, and two or three other Federal ‘
agencies, and the eight states which were included entirely
or partly: within the - -Arkensas, White, and Red River Basins.
That report came oub. i 1955. We have not yet been able to

... offieially to the Congress; of, the United States, but I want G b il
¢/ to'say that the Enginzers, the Bureau of Reclamtion, F S e ;
" Federal-Power Commission, Public Health Service,.and .

" sentatives’ o ;Oklahoma -and’ the other states in : Bt
‘great bagins: ‘did @’ tremendous job and subm:u.tted a;.'blue-
print for the development of the s0i1l and water resources

of this great s*bate.

'I'he information in that report was ‘the basis,

S of the Millwood Reservoir tb provide Por' he s seven’
- streamdams, four of which would have been: in McCurtain
= County. "It hés a great deal of :lnformation, ‘ag Colone

Bristor has told you, to help bring sbout & revised e
authoriza'bion for Hugo on the Kiam:.chi. L SV

‘ - We' secured, your great Congressman, Monroney,
and I, allocation of the funds needed to make the pre-
ldminary survey, to pregent an alternate proposal for
Bugoa::» L want to say to you that in my judgment you
have no‘hhing to. insofar as the Congress is con- .
cerned on'changing the bill as previously suthorized.
I believe we are on the road to securing the most
favorable and valuable alternate. I say to you
that in my judgment the difference between getting
complete flood control for the Kiamichi Watershed
. @nd not getting it 'will be the availsbility of the
i opportunity to sell’municipal and industrial water

‘ frot: upsiream dams above the presently authorised
ei .

7
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| My position is that the waters should be impounded
on the basis that meets the wishes of the peoplé of the area.
That is Number 1.

Number 2, that reservoirs be designed consistent
with that prineciple, so as. to completely consexrve the waters
that fall on this great mfber’shed.

Nuzber 3, that they be used first to meet the needs
of the people in the area where 'I:he waters fall and where
'bhey dre impounded. - ,

Number k&, that “they be used to meet the needs of
the people of Oxlahoma, who can secure the means or facil-
ities by which those waters can be transferred to other
people and other orgenizations &pd other municipalities -
within the State of Cklshoma, and, then, to the extent

_that additional water is.available, certainly we would:

. ‘Welcome the participetion of people beyond our boundaries..
- 'We might have a littls clearer concept than ‘that &s to-

' their participation. in paying for. that impounding.of. water‘

IE jus'b migh'b ‘be ‘that we woild sey, "I.et then pay a 1i'bt1e

Bu‘& I want to say 'bhis Ho yout that;-i

.judgment there is an abundance of water. As Cuy Treat

told you, between 12 and 14 million acre-feet a year
leave southeastern Oklahoma. That is a&bout 12 billion
gallons. a day, Colonel, if my mathematics are not at

' galloﬁs -a day, 8o that one 'b:.llion gallons is enough for

20 additional municipalities requiring what Oklahoma City

‘now requires, I personally think that Oklahoma » south~

eastern and central Oklahoma, should reserve. not less
than 2% to 3 billion gallons per day of that water.
But there would still be 9 or 10 'blllion gallons |
day of wa'ber.

I know == I 'bhink I know what you want in aouth-
eastern Oklahoma You want flood control projects that
will utilize as 1ittle as possible of your valuable land,
protect’as much 8s possible of your rich fertile valley
land, provide recreational facilities that will 1mp1ement

.. ‘the opportunity which is yours to bulld as atiractive a

recreational area -as can be found in the nation, provide
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your communities with all of the municipal and industrial
water they may require in the foreseeable future, and then
utilize as much as possible of the additional water for
the economic development of the great state of which you
are such an important part.

Colonel, when I ran for Governor, I told the people
that if I was elected we would build Highway TO because it .
was so worthy and so greatly needed. I have told many of “you
in the years since then that there is another highway that
can be built that will be worth ten times as much to south-
eastern Oklahoma as Highway 70, and that is a highway on
which ships can travel.

I an Jus't as certain as I am 'bhat I anm standing
before you today that navigation can be developed on Red
River below the Denlson Dem and down to where it connects
- Wwith the waters™of the Mississippi. I am just as positive

-«.as 1 am that I .am standing here today that under the pro- : e
/.. gram now under way navigation will be brought to north-"
- castern-Oklahomas I am Just as positive as I am that I -

. am standing here today that navigation can be provided

.+ .- that will go from:the Arkansas in the northeast and:
.+ Pollow & canal from ‘southeastern Ok:!.ahoma up through "

'- " central Oklshoma so that that program can be’ developed ’

- tothe” area of '!'.he ‘Tennessee Valley and 11'.3 developmen'b,
© Syow will fing a ‘state I belleve with less 'bhan helf the:

into central Qklahoma,

One of your men awhile ago read from the words
of Dr..A. E, Darlow at A & M College that there are no .
1ow ineome farmers in’industrial.areas. Lo I you will:look

- .@area of Qklahoma, Tennessee, with twice the. agricultural

income of Oklahoma., You will find a state with less: than Fh N e
one-third of the fertile soil that we bave that has twice
the agricultural income. You will find it because they -
have.the industrial structure that bas the population
within.that state that need the high-priced agricultural

products. Where they have an acre of land in an indus- =

trial area that is fertile and cultivatable they can - .
produce: from $500 to $1,000 an acre rather than fr o
$5 to $50.ah acre.. Where the population is not-present’ -
to use the product that people need, we have to produce
what we can market. RS

Thig par'l; of ‘our state is a veri'bable garden for
the production of -fruit and berries and vegetables, pro-
. vided the population 4is available s geinfully efployed,

. to need, demand, and buy 'bhose products, so-that when
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you talk about industrial development of your srea and your
state you are talking about that which will be of greatest
value to your farms, so that this is a program in which all
of Oklshoma can benefit and prosper and contribute., The
greater the industrial development of this staie the greater
the value both of your agriculiural production and your
recreational facilities. Recreational facilities have to
be used by people and the larger the number of people there
are the greater and the more extensive will be the uge of
your recreational facilities! s

So I am going ‘to 'say to you frankly that I em in
favor of letting central Oklahoma in on this watershed, -
I am in favor of letting them in on paying for it and by -
their getting in and helping to pay for it, it will make
every project that has been mentioned here today econom-
ically feasible.

ok B : In that bill wh:tch Eisenhower ill-advisedly vetoed,
° " which carried authorization for upstream dams for McCurtain
,.COunty, -was a provision for the Army Engineers to make.
available space -in which municipal and industrial water
_could be considered against the future demand to be - '
|+ Yegarded as part of the ‘eéoncmics -of the ‘project. ' Congress
" can't awthorize “that storage unless the Army Engineers find
the benefits from use exceed the cost. As of now, Colonel,
you can take into account navigation, flood control, power,
and what else in economic evaluation? That's about it,
::.sn't it‘f . _

actual weter-..-swply. s

N B B SENA’J.‘QR KE‘.RR Yes, irrigation, and where somebody BayB
’they are ready to pay for part of the s'borage to get water
supply, to take that into account.

The bill presenting the water program in south-
eastern Oklahoma is like building & railrosd. I remember
when we were building Highway 70 people in Tulsa and
Oklahoma City sald, "You can't build that highway. They
don't have the traffic.” I sald "If you could see those
rub-boards and worn-out roads down there you can see
they can't have traffic!" In the ‘early days the rail-~
roads were not bullt where the traffic was, they were
bullt where there were economic resources to develop
traffic and when you bhave water ih 'this modern era I
want to tell you that you have Jus'b a8 great a potentisl

;. .. Tor the development of traffic an& industry as there
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formerly was a potential for the development of traffic in the
west that justified the bullding of the railroads, so we got a
provision in that bill authorizing the Engineers to use the
economic value of the storage space for municipal water against
future demands as a part of the economic values available to a
project. The President vetoed that.

" For your informtion and his consideration, I say to

you ithat, in my judgment, Congress will re-enact that law within
60 dsys after we convene in Janvary. If he is there—vhich God
- forbld, and I am Just as anxious that he be alive and hearty
and that he be retired to his Gettyshurg farm, Colonel, -as any-
. one, but if he is there ‘and vetoes it, in my judgment Cobgrese
will promptly pass it over his veto. If we have a Democratic .
president——and which God permit—the law will immediately be. .
repassed and signed and then the Engineers can take lnto account .
the economic value of the storage space of water againet future .
demand, When that.is available to them, in addition to the =~ . -
-economic ‘elements of flood control, mavigation, irrigation and’;
‘-power .developuent, ‘every project: in ‘goutheastern Oklahoma can .
economicelly jJustified, and will be, and will be built.
‘cofttunities both heére and within central Oklahoma, and,
*there 1in north Texas, will be knocking at the doors of

- g, and of. those able to supply that water,
: ing'ih. 1ihe i‘bh “tbe ‘money. in their hands, or the con-
tract of ‘purchase in their hands, saying, "We are ready to
help provide economic Justification and economic compensation
for these reservoirs.”

COLONEL, BRISTOR: i[’hankﬁyou, Senator Kerrs Owr mext
speaker-is the United States Junior Senator from Oklahoma,
the Honorable Mike Monroney.

MIKE MONRONEY (United States Senate, Washington, D, C.):
Thank you,. Colonel Brist ‘Senator Kerr, Congressman Albert,
friends of eoutbeaste:n. hora. I have always said that I
was probably the luckiest Junior Senator in the United States
Senate. I have the ambition to.be the oldest Junior Senator,
because I like my Sénlor Senator. The remson I am lucky, and .
‘as he has just proved, is that he understends water and water = - e
development perhaps wore than any man in the United States
'Se::tte.. These Baptists, you know, just naturally understand
water. )
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It would be futile indeed to try to do much more than
say Awen to what our Senior Senator has said, and to what your
own fighting, aggressive leader you bave in a key spot in the
House of Representatives, the Little Giant from Little Dlxie 3
Carl Albert, will say later.

Vhen it comes to talking water conservation with this
erowd, I feel it's like making love to &n old maids you can't
overdo it. That is the way ve figure on this thing.

.~ When you study the history of flood control, which I

. know Bob has and Carl has, you go back to the days when it
started at the sea,. The job then was to build levees to rush
the water to the sea, to carry water to the -sea as fast as
possible, Progressively since 1800, the Army Engineers have
moved upward in this historic fight to prevent destruction of
natural resources by destructive floods and water, and we have
.come now, I thirk, to the fruition of the %task of not Just =
#;¥lood control,. bu'b ‘the whole broad concept of water conserva- _
ion: 'bo ‘Which our Senior Benator has been a dedicated disciple .
ince:his" days .as Governor -and which your Oklahoma delegation, . -
working as a complete team, ‘including the sole Republican in
bat delegation, ‘have 'l;aken 'bhis concep'b and done our best
o do someth:mg about i'b. S :

Prior 'bo vet.o of the Kiamichi project, we had secured
funds—and that is the green light and the signing of the
contract, you might say, by the Congress after long and tedlous
: ,_years of work—-the funds which would im;plement the constructlon :

Of that which has .. .-
‘on another ,great

Py :program of water cone r'v'ation.

. 1a like to somevhat simplify it.. ‘When you build &
house, your planning must be right or the house will not be a
house you like to live in, No matter how much it costs, if
the location is poor,-or if it is poorly engineered and
designed for living and comfort, you have wasted your money
on your house, Likewisp‘-'*' when you build a ¥oof on that
house; you build the roof for the purpose -of keeping storms
from penetrating into that house. Inifodern living, we don't
stop there. We haven't stopped putting roofs 6n, but modern
life requires wodern plumbing and modern water supply in
which you take water and insert those benefits of the American e
' > protection from the . .. ¢, .
‘beneficial uses of ok

; Vwa'ber in every day 11fe.
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, What we are planning and talk:lng about here in this
great meeting is getting awey from & dry'dem, a dam no one
wants, a.dam that Governor Kerr protested from the day it was
suggested and to move on as all of us who through long years
have cried for more and more upsitream dams ‘and water conserva-
tion impoundments, all the way from the big type of big stream
dang authorized in the Kiamichi t0 the: Bmller reservoirs on
the upstream control program which the Soil Conservation Service
people have done so much to bring a'oout. : _

'I-, feel we can approve, ac a. :;-esult of this hearing and
as a result 'of the appropriations which Cerl Albert and Senator
Kerr secured for a restudy of a resolution to bring the maximum
benefits to the people of southeastern Oklshoma in impouwndment
or in an ultimate water supply from & vast and- tremendous supply
of watér that will not only serve the beneficial purpoges "of-
the original authorization to protect those people downstream
on ‘the main stem of the Red River, but 1o transform southeagtern
',Oklahoma into a verita'ble gardens‘ 0% - for’ vacationists, into an
' ' | : _-;.;and :I.nto an -

"'of -the Engineers of where “the best izpstream dam or dems are

they can find, and I hope upstream dams, that can handle .flood-

waters and still ;vield. maximm-economic and individual benefits
ple-

will not attract industry -and vacation benef:.ts“_that will
bring well over $100,000,000 a year—and I am speaking -
conservatively-——-to projects in Oklahoma as a by-product of
& long z-ange program of water conservation, - With:your popu-

belng:: :
.out of: drx.-..land and drought and disaster a livi__
_ture - when ve can 3upplement that with 1116.__ 'l';r

upplement and o

industrial workers ™, -

; A > ‘love their land 77"

~ and.can .sée the God-given attractions: and products of land in
the time when they f:lnish their 1.to-l:lour week.

.Increase their :Lnoome and they become.
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After the people in southeastern Oklshoma finish a
ho-hour stretch in industry, they are ready to do a job of
selective farming on their places. That's the type of activity
that industry is seeking. Give them water and low-cost electricity
at rates which can result from hydroelectric facilities where
you have upstream dams in rough country and with high head
1mpoundment of water. This use of hyﬂroalectric power has
become so important to t_he” nation that =- I ‘was- reading an ad
last week - did you see''that, Bob? - of ‘the Allis-Chalmers
Company that boasted __of 2,5 OO0,000-gallon-a-minute generator,

‘ to

"."P
their use tomorr ___Hydroelectric engineering haa come that C
fast, when you' two million gallons of water a minute ‘that -
can be impou_q d ‘and use it perbaps in off-peak hours. With
this, ‘you get%a picture of what you cen do in power supply whieh
would be a factor in attracting industry. o s :

‘.-I can't add. much except to say that this ‘project in
moving-into. ‘the' rough 1and of the Kiamichi Mountains with great
hydroelectric pote 1al: ‘and a great vacational field_end protect

- mind,- ‘be” a pro.ject that startles the imagination of-‘-eny progree-— "
- gively minded American, whether in Oklahoma or New England.
It is such a good buy we will have ho trouble whatever in

‘them --..1et_’s think big thoughta -and build hem to that;—isi e ~=
-they will:‘be able to supply:its Within the ‘foreseeable: century,"-; ok
by having ‘reservoirs to draw hundreds of. thouaands of 'peo_ple o

into coming here to enjoy the recreational advantages ‘dnd" bring
millionsy that income will be a pert o:f.‘ the recreational -
advantages you have, ,

. If we can Justify these dams with additional atorage-
they will be built in the‘r riapd ,emmtry—you will have a
project. that will, in 1y i nking, make every citizen
of southeastern Oklshoma - wh he whole way and got ‘the’
biggest possible vater ‘projéct, with a hydroelectric backlog
. bullt into it, and en industrial backlog, and if other people
v are willing to pay: for- additional storage, let's do it because
. :ithe nearer we are -t _',water, the better off all southeastern '
,;HOklahoma will be. - You have'a great opportunity, T think; in:i. i
spite ‘of ‘the fact that we received a veto on the Kiamichi pro.jeot.
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You just bave to move that dim or make & few multiple dams out of
the original authorization, . That way you can perhaps shorten the
time between this meeting anﬁ the time the dirt will begin to
move on the great project We-are talking about today. :

; T will work on ' dam and do everything I am big enough
o do to help the big fqll ck of the Big Red do whatever he could.
When Moses struck the rockj'water gushed forth. .Bob Kerr heads
the Public Works Commiti this work, in: his posi'b:.on a8
Chairman of the Subcommi

7in’ appropria‘bing"mcney for this resurvey.

6010;1e1 Bristor is a da.stinguiaheq mcmberf--of 'bhe Gorps

: ,Secondly, I want of course, 't;o thank my friends and
cclleagues and two of our- most distinguished, if not the most
distinguished members -of our United States Senate, for coming
down herein the light of the: that there is £Or |
their time:throughout this statei Théy'bave both had SHOYTIOUS
interest in developing the Kiamiehi River and the other ‘rivers - ..
of Oklahoma along the lines that would be suitable *o the people
.. of Oklshoma and acceptable to tHe ‘pPeople of Oklahoma, They have
. both proceeded on that theory ever s:l.nce 'bhey have been in 'bhe '
Um.ted S'bates Sena'be. i

A
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I served in the House of Representatives with Mike Monroney
for several years before he went to the Senste. He was one of the :
most respected and able members of that body. He was loved by his -
colleagues and his colleagues had respect for him, and unless. your
colleagues have respect for you and admire you, you might ag well
not try to serve in a body of 435 members. They respected Mike
and his service ‘there was so distinguished he received the avard .
one- year as -the outstanding member of the House of Representatives <
of the COngress of the United States. . . . e

, We have the ablest team, ‘the ables'b delegation :I.n the
Senete of -the United States of any. state An; ‘the: ‘union, and I- can
prove this any time-anyone-wants to challenge it. ‘Bob Kerr, :ln f
my opinion, is the most -resourceful man in the Un:i.ted;states
Senate. . He is worth millions of dollars to the- peopl A Fa
Oklshoma in terms of service. He is in a strategic:
on committees of the United States Senate for developme
Oklahoma. He is on “the Finance Committee, the.Public Wor
Commit‘bee, .and an ex. officio menber of the Apprcpriatio
Comm:.‘b'bee.r‘- s Yo

l:mes » lines ‘more devoted +o the development of 'l:he localities
where projects are being built because of the services of |
Bob Kerr on that committee and as chairman of the subcomm:.ttee.
Public works in the fubure will'{be. what‘ it is ,because o i

as RO 33

‘ PP --:too, 'l:hat we have 80 many ‘people who ard’
:Lntereste -in #his matter from one standpointor another, ‘There’
is very. lit'hle I can say, but I would like to pin together . some
of the things we are here to do, that have brought us here.’ =

.. The background of authorization of Hugo Reservoir
bes been given you by Colonel Bristor and Senator Kerr and .
others. ‘The location of that dam at the Bawyer site has not
been acceptable toa: ‘nuirber of the people of this country,
if I understand local ‘sentiment, I have letters by the : L
thousands opposing the Jocation of this dam at the Sawyer site,
and only a handful in favor of. go locating it. That alone; I—
- think, shows the “interest there is in getting another site
8°°eP'bab1e to the people who live down here.
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With that in mind, we met last fall in Tulsa-~Colonel Reiff
was the Tulsa District Engineer at that time-—and Senator Kerr's -
office and Senator Monroney's office and I met, and Don McBride
was there. Don has been a pillar of Btrength in our work.

SENATCR KERR: May I interrupt you & minute, there, Carl?
He is indispensable, but if you say too much about him it gives
hJ.m & hammer-hold on me and I can't live with him, e

REPREEENEM‘I’IVE AIBEBT- You can't 1ive without hi' TR
in Tulsa and met with representatives from-—some of you'men are -
here—with this county and Pushmataba County, asking wha o
would take to make a resurvey of this situation, with &
to seeing whether or not an economically Justifiable sit
be selected - one or more sites that would -take the placé o
the present site and would give the flood control that the
present site would give and would aleo give a larger reservoi
80 we, could have watér for more purposes than flood control’ alpne.
Colonel Reiff suggested at that tite that 1t would ‘take approx.t
mately $15,000 to make an appro;priate study, so we went bac :

‘that purpose, and :that money, as I understand, has been all
40 the District, and the ‘Corps of Engineers, through Cgolone
Brie'bor, tag: proceeded ‘o’ make" this ‘study and this: meet.ing X:
part of the ‘over-all plan. - ‘ S

There are 'bwo things that must be cons:.dered ‘50 far N
as I am concerned in ‘bhis matter,: The. first is the-engineer:mg

recommendation. The first thing is a favorable si'be
do the Jo'b? Will it pay off af‘ber it is bullt? - -

The second thing--end it is indispenea‘ble-—is ’ will
it be acceptable to the people who live in southeastern
Cklshoma? As long as I am the Demoeratic Whip of the House
of Represen'l:atives . they are not going ‘to build dams that the -
‘here:don't want as long as I can kéep them from it,
Those. are ‘the two big points. With those things in mind, I
‘hope,; and T earnestly hope; and I know you hope that the
Engineers find a location acceptable to the people here and
beneficial to the pe0p1e here. L

s+ 1 think Sena'bor Kerr pointed out in a brilliant manner
hW :_.UI' Philosophy ig changing, how the philosophy of the £lood -
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control act is changing, and this act was passed hefore he or
Monroney were in the Senate, or before I was in the House of
Representatives, to protect the main stem of the Red River and
we are all for that. That is not the sole consideration. It is
my judgment that a county or an area which gives up the land to
be flooded not once every ten years, not once every five years,
not once every 30 years, but for all time to come should get - oo
some of the benefit out of the project which takes their land :
-off the tax rolls. I think this will be a part of the philosophy

of the flood control &ct, and I think Congress is locking in

that direction, and one. thing we want to be sure of is that 1f

that dam is built and the dams. that are bullt are not only .

-acceptable but beneficial to the people that live :ln this area..

We are proud of ‘bhlB coun'ln-y down here where most of
us have lived a long 'bime. We want to.see our neighbors, Texas
and Louisiana, prosper, but we want to prosper also ourselves.
We want to -- I don*t know, I-think we are very generous in

) ‘being willing for any part of the water to go outside the state
- i we have any left over. I don't think meny states would
agree ‘o that, but I think Okiahoma would., Or, to another
section of.the state, to Oklahoma City. We want %o see our :
capital section develop. We want to be sure we ‘bave the things
3y wé heed... If we give up land in.thls county and in: ‘Pushmataba

© County, ‘we want to be sure that we have what we need to live
leit down here.

Senator Kerr mentioned our neighbor across the river
: down south “We cquld ‘no:;'::-owr a/few things frq_m our '.I'e_xas friends.

A he was reading the Holy Scrip‘bures. F:Lnally he looked
up to’ 'bhe ‘gky and said to the angels in heaven, "If you ere
good up there, you might go *bo Texas when you die,"

o, We think 0klahoma is fine, too. We have heard 't:he
Termessee Valley mentioned. I visited the Tennessee Valley _
recently, and I visited the Ohio Valley. I saw great indus- -
tries and I asked the president of the largest utility: company \
in the world what there was that made those great utility - '
companies come to the Ohio Valley to develop their plants.
. He said, "Only two things - wateér and coal." We have got both
- - within £ifty miles of where we are speaking here. We have got
_othem, A1l we need to do is put them where we can use them-
, TWe need to learn to use our resources. . .
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- We have been losing population. We need to gain population,

Our old system is not retaining our young people in our area. In

the last census, Senator, our.aged population, in proportion %o

the total population in scutheastern Oklahoma, was higher than

in most sections of the United States. That means we are not
retaining our share of the. younger people. We ought to do some-
thing about that. Probably there is nothing better we can do

than to take advantage: of the resource we have in such abundance -
the natural water o' Oklahoma. Thank - you. :

COLONEL BRISTOR.. ; Mr. I. D, Hartwell, of the Red R:Lver Valley
7 Association, : .

MR. I. D, HARTWE:LL (Red River Valley Association, Hugo,
oklahoma) .Colonel Bristor; and staff, Senators Kerr sand Mohroney,
COngressman ‘Albert, membéxs-of the Okléhome Planning and Resources
Board, menbers of the Red River Valley Association, and all ‘who

‘are interested in the develépment of Southeastern OKldhoma. Yater

- -resources. :I'am I. D, Hartwell; merchant of Hugo for more “than .
46 years, a worker in water resources for more than 20 years,
one..of ;the agsistant vice pre; dents for Oklehoma. in:<the Red-
River Valley Development Associe tion of Shreveport, and Iam.

Only my deep conviction of tiae vital importance of St water
could give me the courage to make this statement.

We have great respect'_;:for the'__integrity, sincerity,

R:Lver Detelopmwt Association of Shreveport, and especiolly
in Mr. Roy Matthias, its active vice president, ;

We are deeply indebted to these friends and wish to
thank them all and hope to merit their. future cooperation and
help. - ; .

: - It's kind of hard -~ Senator Kerr has 50" ably expressed
",'what I hed in mind thet there is.not much use to try to go on

+with that, and also the Chamber of Comp;orce has covered it so.

ﬂ:ere '8 not much use to take up, any more. 'I:-ime I feel greatly
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. There was one or two things that I hoped to accomplish
by this B'batement, and one was that we could have a reasonable,
workable, and equitable plan for the development of water resources,
which; after your talk, Senator Kerr, I feel sure we are going to
have, - Another was to clarify the situation on local thinking and
local understanding. Some has bGen covered and some hasn't.

Sl The presently authorized dams were thé result of the
very ‘demaging 1945 £lood and were passed in the stress of |
emergency and ‘before tb_,e beneficial use of water was recognizede.
The only thought wag:quick downstresm protection, and, acting on
that’ order from Congress,. the U, S. Engineers located the gingle~
purpose’ £lood, _control dam on-the Kiamichi River at mile 19.7"
near Sawyer,. Okla‘ﬁmna, this proposed dam to be nearly 9,000 feet
long and what is known &s a.dry dam and dry lake. This means
the pool above the dem would be & sedimentation basin, even'bually
fill:.ng with s:i.l'b and, therefore 3 d.ry. : _ ; ,

L =

D Itiwas . %o have - eight gates 25 feet long_ and’ 50 feet
ig This, ‘would be capable of 850,000 ecre-feet of" storage and
;-back ter well. above upper - Belzonl; 5 aome rfour m:I._J.es hinto

‘na@’ no :E‘loods to 8peek of in Choctaw County since Denison Dam.
Of course, this dam would be of no benefit to Pushmataha County
. as they would continue %o have floods :i.n the narrow valley above

e ,ate a, :permanent Lake ‘atilower: Bel "n
8t the} dan, with added height: for flood con
. 'of qur_or-.ﬁve feet. This lake would create a reservolr -
.of appro:dma'bely 150,000 acre=feet and provide flood control of
"over 100,000 acre-feet. The: lake would provide mnicipal water
 for Antlers and Hugo and water for agricultural end industrial
~uses. "Also, the value for £ish and wildlife and recreationsl

. purposes would be . very grea'b. The location we have is Section 18,

To 5 Su, Ro 18 East . ‘ ) :

. e ;"uggest a flood control dam of' 600,000 acre-feet
e Segtion 16, T+ 2 N., R, 21 Eagt. This dem

B:!._ver is 352 Teet at Red River, 373 fee-b
Belzon:i s 391&; ]
+ th o

storage fbf municipal‘and indush'ial water.
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- .. By the way, I was in:Dallas yesterday and the day before,
and was- reading about this 50 cents-a-gallon water, and I think
I would have given a dollar & gallon for some good Kiamichi water.
You couldn"b even drink the wa‘ber or coffee made from the water.

e | We believe that Soqtheas'bern Oklahoma should have prior
_ cla:un and should be given the first priority in the use of this
_ ‘water, ‘but Oklahoma City and the o't;hers can have wha‘b is surplus.

of the. 1oca'b10ns and type of dams 'I:o be buil'b, and whether ve
can expéct a great growth or face stagnation depends greatly
‘on your findings and recommendations.. I thank you.very. much
nd dook m.'bh confidence to. the result of this mee-bing and

: : erght‘ Southwestern Povwer 'Administration, do you
wish to'make a statement other than what is presented? :

MR, WBI[.'GHT- No.

Exhibit No. 6 - Let-'l:er from Southwestern
- Power Administration,
. Avgust 31, 1956, trans-
- mittling statement presen’bing
- data for propoged system of".
: reservoirs as a substitute
1 for. H\JGOO _, - -_
. Mr. Romero, of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
.do you wish %o make & statement? ,
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MR, 'FORREST S. ROMERO (U. S. Fish: ‘Hnd Wildlife Service, Tulse,
Oklshoma):’ Colonel Bristor, ladies snd:gentlemen, who have been
so kind-ag-to hear what we have to say, I sm Forrest S, Romero
of the:U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service im Tulsa, Oklahome. I am
here ‘to present the statement: to you which has been Prepared with
the Oklahoma State Game and. JFish Department and to give:you one

by the' agency responsible for enginéering surveys and cons'bruct:.on
of such ;pro;jec'bs. ' ,

_’oe alldcated to the preservatlon and propagation of fish and =
wildlife, -and costs allocated pursuan'l; to such findings shall
not 'be reimbursable. : : 8 5

' "'g-'Iha'b means, as I see it, 'thei"'proposals we can work"l.,.f.}""?
out to maintain what the people of the ‘state want, and we: can '
get into 'bhe plan for fish and wildlife, may not have to.
repald. )

o Y have ent:red_a s-batement for the recordl whlch I
% _shall read to you at: )
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Exhibit No. 7 - Fish and wildlife Service
Statement regarding Kiamichi
River Development.

'I'hat, ladies and gentlemen, is my message. I would be
glad to talk with you separately if you bave any guestions. I
know that some of you from the Chember of Commerce will be inter-
ested in knowing what part the Fish and W:.ldlire Service will i
play. 'I‘hank you. : .

C OLONEL BRISTCB‘ MI' » Allen .

. -\MR HARROI. ALIEN (Nat:.onal President, Association of Sotl
Conservation Districts; President, O. A. S.C,D., Ada, Oklshoma):
Thank you very much, -Colonel, Iadlies and gentlemen, you might

wonder what the president of the Oklahoma Soil Conservation - =
Service Districts is doing down here. We find a project.or a

series of projects 1h southeastern Okl.jahcma would fit‘;very
fayorably into. our -thoughts on.confining’ water. : :
jry much an&I think the thinking of our’ &

j Exhibit No. 8 - Statement of Wharton
I Mathies; representing
the Delegation from
‘Clayton, Pushmateha -
COunty, Oklahoma. '

' COLONEL BRISTOR Thank you, Mr. Hathites.

- Mr. Pollard, do" you wish to speak or do you. want me
to smmnarize your statement?

M__R. -JAMES H, POLIARD (Lanaowner, ‘Route 2, “Hugo;, Oklahoma
" I'would like to ‘speak, I am & lendowner in the Kiamichi- Yalle
in Cho, taw COunty. I also represent some eleven landowners. :m
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that valley,. comprising ownership of some 9,000 acres of land
actually fronting on the Kiamichi. We do'not come as opposers
of any project which we think would be of long term benefit, but
we have unalterably opposed the construction of Hugo Reservoir
as authorized, and we do now oppose 1t, and will continue to
oppose it, as authorized. We do feel that a resurvey of the
Kiamichi River from where it rises in the mountains along the .
lines that have been discussed here today will be beneficial,
but we will oppose any inundation of the valley by the Kiamichi
River, which would be the case with the Hugo Reservoir.

Exhibi'b No. 9 - Ietter signed _h James He - -
Pollard, Septem “r'.h 1956
submitting expresaion of -

. yiews on location of a
site for a proposed dam

- across Kiamichi River.

>

COLQHEI. E’\‘ISTCR Mr. H. Da: Wright.

‘MR, GIEN M. M mnzm (Landcwmer, Hugo, Oklahoma) Colonel
"-‘Bris'bor, ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Wright is unable to attend, s0
—;__I am apeaking in his 'beha].f. O E e T e selbeme s o
Exhi'bit No. 10 - Let‘ber 5 Sep‘bem‘ber 1& 1956

slgned by H. D. Wrigh‘t,
Route 2, Hugo, Oklahoma.

COIDNEL BRISTOR I have a 1etter signed _‘by appro:d.ma-be
3 ,_200 persgns{at Sawyer i -

i Exhibi'b No. 11 - Petition Bigned 1 A

b "+ " cltizens of Sawyer. - s
commuiity favoring i
Sawyer site.

i ;Af this time I shall call upon Dr. J. D. Moore.

DOCTOR J. D. MOCRE (Landowner, Hugo, Oklahoma): Colonel
Bristor, ladies and gentlemen, I am a landowner in this pro--.- . :
posed water dam area. I have a l1little over 5,000 acres on this W
river, and I was awfully glad that Kerr, Monroney, and Albert
were here to deliver my speech today, especially Senator Kerr.
I feel like the upper.dam site is justified. However, from. my. . .
own personal viewpoint of selfish interest, the upper dam site
would be of no great value because I have quite a number of .
~ acres which 1s valuable farmland, - I have land there that I

“have, picked a bale and a half of cotton ‘ber dcre without -
irrigation. However, for the great many people benefi'bed
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by the Sewyer site, and if it does a greater amount of good up
and down Red River, that is where we want to put it., We want
it where it will do the greatest good to the greatest number
of people, I am not selfish enough to want it for my own
personal interests, I think it is 1ocated where it has the
greatest value for all concerned. ‘

L I had many other things tOrsay, but, as I say,
Sen.ator Kerr delivered my message. Yo i , ,

s COLONEL BRISTOR Thank you, Doctor. . Our cardﬂ 4o not
~ indicate. that anyone else wishes to make a sta'bement.» If
anyone does, we will be glafi to hear from th_

MR, K, F, HCEFIE (Consulting Engineer, Forrest % Cotton,
Dallas, Texas) . Colonel Bristor, ladies and gentlemen, I rep-
resent the consulting firm of Forrest and Cotton and the City-
of Dallas who has cemmissioned the firm of Forrest and Cotton
o 1001: 4nto. their water situa'b:.on for the nex‘l:. fifty years.
‘That ‘study has not been completed yet, but we know now that
§£7bhe total.amount’ of water for Dallas &nd Dallas County will -
be in the neighborhood of five mill:i.on gallons a-day. We
Iknow what the value of water is - not* “Por- fu'bure purposes, :
,-f}f,but for exie'ting ;purposes and existing;.needs. B . R Ea 2T

- If a friendly foreigner from below the Red River
could give advice to Oklshoma, I would do Just what you are
doing. I would look for the most conservat:lon storage tbat
can be provided in the ent:lr ' '

It has- to' 'be done in advence of. 'bhe 'usesL whicl‘.\.tyou expect 'to
make of :i.'b. : o .. :

After you have done that, : and if you find that .
Oklahoma has & surplus of water to itsineeds and cen safely
export water to anyone else, Dallas would like to have the
opportunity of negotiating :E‘or some of that surplus water.
Thank you. ‘ : , ¢

coLomEI. BRISTOR: Anyone'_é_ise? N

‘MR, L., W. SCOTT (Route 3, Antlers, Oklahoma): I am’
L. W. Scott and I live at Antlers. I hed not intended to say
anything. I am a member of the Pushmataha Chamber of Comerce.
" I-told. them a few nights ago' the fact that we collaborated :ln
the opin:lon and’ statement as was read here by our eecretary,
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Mz, Butler, that probably it would not be necessary for me to
say anything, but I can't resist the temptation to say, since
our friend and colleague, Mr. Mathles from Clayton, made his
proposition, I cannot help but want to be included with that
statement that he made - that proposition for the upper reaches
of the Kiamichi inasmuch a&s we are in the north end of the
county and I think you will find our citizenry and everybody
involved up there fully in favor of the statement that has been
read by Mr. Butler from ‘the Chamber of Commerce. Thank you.

COLONEL BRISTOR: Is there anyone else?™ (No answer)
If not, thank you all for your interest. I'would like to say
that getting anything done on this project --‘everybody seems
to want some kind of water development on the Kiamichi, I
haven't heard anybody say anything against i'b. i'The question
seems to be what kind of a developwent. s

Thus far we haveé been unable to come _p with anything
as good as the Sawyer reservoir, but that doesn’t fean it's
the only solution. OCur investigation of Belzonij: has’' been very
sketchy and doesn't close our eyes against it or o) upstream
‘ pro,]ec't

e If: the 1egislat:n.on +hat Senator Kerr mentioned about
© our being able to bring in justification of water supply for
future use goes through, of course, we are in a much betier
position. Right now we more or less need something that says,
"In Oklshoma City we want so many gallons per day", "In
Dallas we want so many gallons per day", "Ford Worth _wan‘bs
. Bo many.galions per. day', and "Here isthe resolution iof our
city/council saying that we will pay for it": !
lation: goes through, we merely say there are poten'bial
customers for this water. They don't have to. sign on the
dotted line, more or less, at the time it is 'being built.

Obviously this water is going to be used some day.
There is no question about that, and the development of the
area should take place in such a way that it will be used and
its fubure use is not precluded. That is sbout all we have
to say. Some time later, in some form or another, you will
learn of the plan we come up with and 'bhe reasons why. .
Thank youe.-

Adjourned 12:45 p.m.

TRANSCRIBED: 1DH
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